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iftepotts from tije Classical jFtettr 

It is the purpose of this department to keep the readers of the Journal informed 
of events and undertakings in the classical field, and to make them familiar with the 
varying conditions under which classical work is being done, and with the aims and 
experiences of those who are in one way or another endeavoring to increase its 
effectiveness. 

The success of the department will naturally depend to a great extent on the 
co-operation of the individual readers themselves. Everyone interested in the 
Journal and in what it is trying to do is therefore cordially invited to report anything 
of interest that may come to his notice. Inquiries and suggestions will also be useful 
in directing the attention of the editors to things which may otherwise escape their 
notice. Communications should be addressed to J. J. Schlicher, 1811 N. Eighth 
Street, Terre Haute, Ind. 

The New Classical Preceptors at Princeton. — In the reorganization of the 
classical department at Princeton University twelve new men have been added, 
partly to fill vacancies caused by absence or resignation, but principally to make 
possible the instruction in small groups which is characteristic of the recently 
inaugurated preceptorial system. 

There are in all eleven " preceptors " in the department, whose official title 
is " assistant professor." Of these, three were at Princeton last year: David 
Magie, Jr., Ph.D. (Halle); Edwin Moore Rankin, Ph.D. (Harvard); and Fred 
Le Roy Hutson, A.B. The following began their work with the present school 
year: A. R. Anderson, Ph.D. (Harvard, 1903); John W. Basore, Ph.D. (Johns 
Hopkins, 1899); Donald Cameron, Ph.D. (Harvard, 1902); Harold A. Hastings, 
A.M. (Harvard, 1902); George Dwight Kellogg, Ph.D. (Yale, 1898); Donald 
Alexander MacRae, Ph.D. (Cornell, 1905); Duane Reed Stuart, Ph.D. (Michi- 
gan, 1901); LaRue Van Hook, Ph.D. (Chicago, 1902). 

During the year all the preceptors will have part of their work in the 
classroom, with classes numbering from twenty-five to thirty men, and part 
in preceptorial conferences with groups of four to six. The latter are held in 
the preceptor's private study or in a college room, according to his choice. In 
general it may be said that in the first term of the freshman year the preceptorial 
hour is devoted to composition work; in the second term, to history. But sight- 
reading, quizzing, written translation, discussion, and reports are also conducted 
in the small groups, especially with sophomores and upperclass men. In no 
sense whatever is it intended that the preceptors shall coach, cram, or force 
the students; but as President Woodrow Wilson writes in the New York Inde- 
pendent for August 3, 1905: "The governing idea is to be that they (i. e., the stu- 
dents) are getting up subjects — getting them up with the assistance of lecturers, 
libraries, and a body of preceptors, who are their guides, philosophers, and 
friends. The process is intended to be one of reading, comparing, reflecting; 
not cramming, but daily methodical study." G. D. K. 
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Meeting of the Philological Association and the Archaeological Institute. — 
The joint meeting of the Philological Association, the Archaeological Institute, 
and the Anthropological Association at Ithaca, N. Y., December 27-29, proved 
even more successful than was anticipated. The series of papers before the 
Archaeological Institute had been selected with care, and the interest in them 
never flagged. Perhaps the most important paper presented was Miss Van 
Deman's discussion of the Imperial Atrium Vestae, which receives the honor of 
revision by Professor Huelsen before publication. The papers presented to the 
Philological Association were of a more miscellaneous character. Professor Kel- 
sey's paper on "The Titles of Caesar's Works" and Professor Bennett's on "The 
Ablative of Association" were listened to with much interest. The advantages 
of holding the philological and archaeological meetings together were manifest; 
it was noticed that the attendance at each series of meetings was, if anything, 
larger than when the associations met in different places. There was more 
enthusiasm at the larger gatherings, and no tendency to desert "dry" philology 
was in evidence. Those who passed from one meeting to another were much 
impressed by the result of careful selection of papers to be read before the 
Archaeological Institute; as a member both of the Institute and of the Philogi- 
cal Association, the writer wishes to express his hearty approval of this method, 
and his hope that it will be adopted by the Philological Association. 

The Philological Association of the Pacific Coast. — The seventh annual 
meeting of the association was held December 27-29, at the Mark Hopkins 
Institute of Art, San Francisco. Of the twenty-two papers on the programme, 
fourteen were on classical subjects (four Greek and ten Latin). Three papers 
treated metrical subjects (" Correption in Hiatus," " Relation of Thought and 
Verse in Plautus," " Horace's Alcaic Strophe"); two were on epigraphical ques- 
tions; one was syntactical (" The Latin Indirect Object with Verbs Signifying 
Favor, Help, etc."); one was archaeological (" The Lumda on the Roman 
Shoe"); the rest were discussions of various topics or passages in individual 
authors or works (Horace, Virgil, Propertius, the Ciris, Aratus and Theocritus, 
the Birds of Ovid, Plato's use of atrtis). 

The institutions represented on the programme were the universities of Cali- 
fornia and Nevada, Leland Stanford Jr. University, the Pacific Theological Semi- 
nary, and the Berkeley High School. The programme gave, with the subject of 
each paper, a brief summary to indicate the line of treatment. In this way 
even those who could not attend were able to gain some idea of the contents of 
the papers. 

Tennessee Philological Association. — The first meeting of this association 
was held at Sewanee, October 20 and 21. Seven papers were read, of which two 
dealt with classical subjects: Professor Walter Hullihen (Grant University), 
" The Proposed Supplement to the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae — Its Present 
Status," and Professor R. B. Steele (Vanderbilt University), "Names in the Met- 
rical Technique of the Aeneid." A permanent organization was effected with 
thirty-five members. 
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Ripon College, Ripon, Wis. — Through the generosity of a number of friends, 
Professor Edward W. Clark has secured a good collection of illustrative matter 
for his new course in Roman archaeology. The collection includes over a thou- 
sand photographs, as many slides, a number of Greek, Etruscan, and Roman 
vases and lamps, some small pieces of bronze, bone, and glass, and more 
than two hundred Roman coins. 

University of South Dakota. — Mr. Robert Dale Elliott, A.M. (University of 
Nebraska), formerly at Tabor College, Iowa, has been appointed assistant pro- 
fessor of Latin and Greek. 

Wesleyan University, Middle town, Conn. — Professor W. A. Heidel, formerly 
professor of Latin in Iowa College, Grinnell, has been appointed the Jane A. 
Seney professor of the Greek language and literature. The chair has been 
vacant since the death of Professor James Cooke Van Benschoten. 

The vacancy in the Latin Department, caused by the resignation of Professor 
Elmer Truesdell Merrill, who goes to Trinity College, Hartford, has been filled 
by the appointment of Mr. Karl P. Harrington, formerly professor of Latin in 
the University of Maine. Mr. George Davis Chase, formerly associate pro- 
fessor of Latin in Wesleyan University, succeeds Professor Harrington in the 
University of Maine, and Dr. J. W. Hewitt, formerly of Worcester Academy, 
becomes associate professor of Latin and Greek in Wesleyan University. 

The library of the late Professor Van Benschoten has been purchased for Wes- 
leyan University, and has been placed in the new Classical Seminary room in Fisk 
Hall. 

Johns Hopkins University. — The work in classics has been broadened by 
the addition of courses in archaeology. This work is in charge of Dr. D. M. 
Robinson (Chicago, 1904). 

Dr. H. L. Wilson has been appointed professor of Latin in the American 
School of Classical Studies at Rome for 1906-7. 

Harvard University. — The seventeenth volume of the Harvard Studies in 
Classical Philology will be devoted to Professor Smith, who was compelled by 
ill-health to resign the Pope professorship of Latin last year. All the instructors 
in the department have promised articles for the volume. 

Professor Minton Warren is Professor Smith's successor as Pope professor of 
Latin, and Professor Clifford H. Moore, formerly assistant professor, has been 
made full professor of Latin. Professor J. H. Wright is to be professor of 
Greek in the American School at Athens for 1906-7. 

The classical students at Harvard are preparing to present the Agamemnon 
of Aeschylus next June. A stage will be built across one end of the Stadium for 
the purpose, and the performances, three in number, will be given in the open air. 
A Greek text has been prepared by Professor Goodwin, who is also engaged upon 
a prose translation to be printed in the libretto. There will be new music also, 
composed by Mr. John Ellerton Lodge. 



